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INTRODUCTION

The MERI Centre for International Studies, , New Delhi, organised MERI
Dialogue 6.0, an international conference on “BRICS: Challenges and
Opportunities” on 14 February 2026. The Dialogue brought together senior
diplomats, policymakers, academicians, industry experts and scholars from
India and abroad to deliberate on the evolving relevance of BRICS in a rapidly
transforming global order. The conference aimed to examine BRICS’ role in
global governance, economic cooperation, technological innovation and
sustainable development, with a particular focus on advancing the interests of
the Global South. The event also assumed significance in view of India’s
chairmanship of BRICS in 2026.
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The conference commenced with a traditional invocation and ceremonial lamp lighting. In his
welcome address, Prof. Lalit Aggarwal, Vice President, MERI Group of Institutions traced the
evolution of MERI Dialogue as a platform linking academia, policy and industry. He emphasised
inclusive growth, digital equity and people-centric development as core priorities for BRICS
cooperation. Prof (Dr.) Ramakant Dwivedi, Head, MERI Centre for International Studies,
outlined the objectives of the Dialogue, underscoring BRICS as a vital mechanism for South-South
cooperation

2.  INAUGURAL SESSION

The inaugural address was delivered by Ambassador Ashok Kumar Sharma who highlighted
BRICS’ strategic importance in reforming global governance institutions, strengthening economic
integration and promoting technology sharing. He also identified institutional constraints,
geopolitical tensions and implementation gaps as major challenges facing the Grouping. Mr
Mikhail Pontser, First Secretary from the embassy of the Russian Federation in New Delhi and
BRICS liaison officer underscored the relevance of BRICS in addressing today geopolitical
challenges and realties. Shri I. P. Aggarwal, Chairman, MERI Group of Institutions highlighted
India’s leadership responsibilities as BRICS Chair in 2026, emphasising priorities such as digital
growth, climate action and enhanced economic cooperation while acknowledging the challenges of
consensus-building within the BRICS.
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The first technical session focused on the role of BRICS in enhancing cooperation among member
countries and the Global South. Chaired by Prof. S. D. Muni, the session emphasised that BRICS
must move beyond symbolic unity towards functional synergy based on mutual understanding and
tangible outcomes. Speakers underlined the need for reforms in global governance institutions and
stressed that BRICS’ credibility depends on its ability to deliver concrete developmental benefits. 

3.  POINTS FROM THE
PAPERS AND SPEECHES

Discussions covered regional and global security challenges, cyber threats, climate change, energy
and food security, disaster management and Africa’s expanding role within BRICS, particularly
following the inclusion of new members such as Egypt and Ethiopia. Geopolitical dynamics, including
China’s role within BRICS and debates on de-dollarization, were also examined.

The second technical session on “BRICS: Technology and Innovation” and was chaired by Lt. Gen.
P. J. S. Pannu (Retd.), PVSM, AVSM, VSM
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The session highlighted technology as a central pillar of global relevance and economic resilience.
Discussions focused on cyberspace, space technologies, satellite communications, digital
infrastructure and the expanding global space economy. Speakers identified opportunities for
collaboration among BRICS nations in technology development, manufacturing and market access.
With the BRICS accounting for nearly half of the world’s population and a combined GDP of
approximately USD 31 trillion, the bloc was recognised as a potential technological force. Particular
emphasis was placed on semiconductors, including supply chain vulnerabilities, carbon footprint
concerns and the need to move from design capability to fabrication capacity through coordinated
policy efforts and talent development.

The third technical session on “Contribution of BRICS to supply chains, sustainability, and economic
partnership in the Global South” was chaired by Prof. V. K. Jain. The session highlighted BRICS’
responsibility in promoting green growth, renewable energy, resilient supply chains and sustainable
infrastructure financing. The role of the New Development Bank in supporting green and
development-oriented projects was emphasised. Speakers highlighted artificial intelligence as a
critical enabler of modern supply chains, enhancing efficiency, transparency and resilience. The
discussions stressed that sustainability in the Global South requires practical technology transfer,
strategic economic planning and strengthened institutional cooperation.
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The Dialogue underscored BRICS’ continued relevance as a platform for multipolarity, inclusive
growth and South-South cooperation. However, it highlighted the need for institutional coherence,
policy coordination and timely implementation. Technology, innovation and sustainability emerged as
cross-cutting priorities. The importance of human development, digital resilience and equitable access
to technological opportunities was repeatedly emphasised. The inclusion of new members has
expanded BRICS’ global footprint but also increased the need for effective consensus-building
mechanisms. 

4.  KEY TAKEAWAYS

MERI Dialogue 6.0 generated valuable insights relevant to India’s engagement with BRICS,
particularly in the context of its 2026 chairmanship. The discussions reinforced the importance of
BRICS in amplifying the voice of the Global South, advancing global governance reforms and
promoting sustainable and technology-driven development. The conference outcomes contribute to
informed policy thinking and underscore the role of academic dialogue in supporting India’s foreign
policy objectives within BRICS in particular and global south in general.
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